Maine Resource Recovery Association

Scholarship Guidelines

Section 1.
Introduction

The Maine Resource Recovery Association is a non-profit organization recognized by the State of Maine for providing technical assistance and professional development in the area of waste management and recycling to municipalities and regional associations of the state.  In an effort to further the effectiveness, efficiency, and public understanding of the Recycling Industry in the State of Maine, the Board of Directors (Board) of MRRA has established a scholarship program. The Scholarship Program is established to provide opportunity and/or monetary assistance to members of MRRA to obtain additional education and training in solid waste issues including recycling, special waste handling, and management in order to increase competence in a present position or to qualify for advancement in the future. Two types of scholarships, as described below, will be available. 

1.1
Eligibility

Applicants must be a member of MRRA or an employee of or a volunteer with a Maine Resource Recovery Association member facility.   The applicant’s association with MRRA or the member facility should be for more than six months.  The applicant shall not be a member of the family of an MRRA board member.  The applicant must be a resident of the State of Maine or must be employed by a facility within the State of Maine.   No request shall be approved for activities that are funded in total by other sources.

Section 2.
MRRA Activities Scholarships

MRRA offers a number of its own educational activities, including the Recycling & Solid Waste Conference, the Annual Meeting and other workshops.  The Board intends to offer 2 to 4 scholarships for the Conference and 2 scholarships for the Annual Meeting and each workshop.  Scholarships for these events will be for registration fees only; registration fees generally include a buffet breakfast and lunch.  The Board will give priority to applicants who have not already attended the type of activity for which the request is being made and volunteer recycling committee members; once those requests have been satisfied, the Board will award these scholarships on a first come, first served basis.  Applications shall be submitted at least 30 days prior to the event.  Award of these scholarships will not affect the Scholarship Fund described below.

Section 3.
Scholarships for Non-MRRA Activities
3.1
Funding & Awards

The MRRA Board of Directors has established a Scholarship Fund, the earnings of which shall be used to provide the scholarships under the program.  It is anticipated that approximately $1,000 will be available annually to fund the eligible activities noted above.  Scholarships will be on a reimbursement basis.

There shall be established a Scholarship Review Committee to assist the Board in awarding scholarships. The membership of the Review Committee shall be determined by the Board.  The Board shall have sole discretion in awarding the available funds in each year.  The number of awards shall be determined solely by the Board.  Monies not awarded will be carried over to future years.  

Upon completion of the activity the recipient shall provide a receipt showing proof of payment as well as proof of completion.  No more than 75% of the total cost of the activity will be awarded.

3.2
Eligible Activities

Members are free to apply for any activity they believe meets the goal statement in the Introduction.  Scholarships are not available for any activity or course that is required by a Maine Department of Environmental Protection permit.  The following types of activities are suggested as being within the financial constraints of the program. 

a.
Conferences and short courses offered by SWANA, NERC, NRRA, NRC and similar organizations.

b.
Adult education courses in computers, math, accounting, personnel management, management and similar.

c.
Technical college and university courses, including continuing education courses, in solid or hazardous waste, ecology, environmental science, computers, math, accounting, personnel management, management and similar.

d.
Compost school.

The scholarship can be used for registration, tuition, books, software, fees, meals and accommodations.  No other expenses will be reimbursed.

3.3
Application Process

Applications must be completed in full and submitted to the Maine Resource Recovery Association office no later than December 15 and August 15.  Each application shall contain the following: the name of the activity; date; location; sponsoring MRRA member and contact; total cost; and reason for request.  The application shall include one statement about the importance of recycling to the individual. Application forms are available on the MRRA web site, www.mrra.net or they may be requested from the MRRA office.
3.4
Selection Process & Criteria

All applicants are entitled to equal consideration.  Applications shall be reviewed by the Scholarship Review Committee.  Applications will be reviewed for completeness, interest in Recycling and solid waste issues, and appropriateness of proposed activity.  Incomplete or late applications will not be reviewed.    All applicants will be notified directly if they have or have not received a scholarship.  The recipients will be invited to attend the next annual MRRA conference on the day of the awards ceremony as a guest of MRRA.
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